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public matters, I am constrained to infer tliat you have takeri

peroonal umbrage at my action. As, I can see no just cause

for this, I will briefly state tlie reasons for my acti hi.

Wlien the mortgage was first presented to me I consulted

his Excellency, the Governor, who was then of opinion tliat

the mortgage should be referred to the Attorney General for

examination prior to registration. Acting upon this advice I re-

ferred the mortgage to that officer, Vvdio, laboring under an imdis-

position, returned it to me, stating his inability to examine it

then. The x^ttorney General then left the City, and was ab-

sent some time. To avoid an illegal action, I consulted private

counsel and vras advised that according to law the mort-

gage should be stamped, nor could I register the same in its

present condition without violating the law. I then returned

the iiu)rtgage to you with my reasons for that acti<:)n.

In a little more than a month aitcrwards, th.e mortgage is

again presented me with no other change than tlie certiiicate

of registration from the Register of Wake County, which had

been attached since I first returned the mortgage. Mr.

Bain, in his letter of transmittal, refers me to a correspondence

between yourself and the Attorney General. Had the opinion

of the Attorney General been obtained when the mortgage

was first executed or when I solicited it, I should have. abided

his decision and acted accordingly, but as his opinion expressed

over one month after the question had first arisen, was opposed

to the one I was forced to obtain trom private soui'ces, I felt

that the most certain means of deciding this question was by

reference to the Gonnnissioner of Internal Ilevenue. Thi^^

decision, as well as a copy of my letter soliciting it, I lierewith

enclose.

I am,

Yerv respectfully yours,

(Signed,)
" " "

II. J. MENNINGER,
Secretary of Siat<:.


